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Maris Stratulis
National Director, 
BASW England

maris@basw.co.uk
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Introduction and 
Background 



Background 

• The Homes not Hospitals workstream was established in response to the violation of the 
human rights of Autistic people and people with learning disabilities.

• At the 2019 BASW UK Conference and AGM a Motion was passed that BASW endorsed the 
association to focus on human rights practice, and to work with partners in this area.

• The purpose of this work is to look at ways to work collaboratively with service 
providers/Local Authorities/NHS and people with lived experience with a view to influence 
policy and practice reform, with a Human Rights focus.  

• Homes not Hospitals supports and promotes national campaigning activity of the same name 
and that undertaken by #Right2Home. 

• This work brings together a number of different organisations from across the sector and has  
involvement from people and families with lived experience. 
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Phill Wills

Parent/Advocate
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“I pledge to work to ensure no one is 

admitted to hospital simply because 

their behaviour may be concerning to 

others.” Jo Minchin, 

National Autistic Taskforce

Social workers and commissioners 

have a key role to play in 

ensuring people with a learning 

disability and/or autism are able 

to get the right support in the 

community – support that truly 

meets their needs. Bella Travis, 

Policy Manager, Mencap
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“These documents will help to support social 

workers and care commissioners to recognise

that, with high quality support in line with 
NAT's independent guide to quality care for 
autistic people, built on genuine empathy 
with autistic perspectives, autistic people 

with all levels of support needs can thrive in 

real homes with real control over our own 
lives..” 

Dr Yo Dunn, Strategic Lead, National 
Autistic Taskforce

“These resources are a must read 

for social workers and will really help 

improve practice and deliver the best 

possible outcomes for citizens.” 

Fran Leddra, 

Chief Social Worker (Adults), DHSC



Liz Howard, 
Professional Officer, 
BASW England

liz.howard@basw.co.uk

#swlistening



Homes not Hospitals 
Workstreams 

• Resources for young people, adults and 
families

• Practitioner perspective

• Legal literacy and the role of the social 
worker

• Models of commissioning- Best practice 
with citizens and communities

@BASW_UK



Practitioner 
Perspectives 
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The Practitioner Perspective Sub-group captured 
positive and challenging experiences supporting adults 
with learning disabilities and/or autistic adults, from 
social workers perspectives, during Covid-19. 

The focus was on ways of working with people that have 
a learning disability and or autistic adults and families in 
a range of settings.

Recognising the inequalities and the disproportionate 
increase in the number of deaths of autistic adults and 
adults with a learning disability compared to the same 
period last year. 



Key Documents 

10

• Building on learning from the named social 

worker pilots and evaluation, providing 

clarity about the role of the Named social 

worker in relation to people with learning 

disabilities and/or autistic people.

• Top Tips and Quick Guide to legal Literacy 

• #swlistening



Key Documents

Key partners from across the sector 
including people with lived 
experience, families and carers have 
co-produced a set of resources, 
webinars and policy statements to 
support best practice.

The suite of documents include:

• A statement setting out the 
absolutes, principles and key 
messages for commissioners 
alongside an appendix of best 
practice examples of services 
across the country
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“It is vital that the person is fully involved in decision 

making, and planning, at every stage of their care 

whether at home or hospital. System leaders, 

practitioners and Social Workers must robustly promote 

and ensure person-centred and strengths-based support 

at every opportunity”. Jenefer Rees & Simon Homes, 

Chairs of the Adult PSW Network

‘‘ADASS would like to place on record our 

thanks to BASW for the enormous time, 

effort and expertise which was invested in 

the production of these resources. We will be 

recommending to ADASS Members that 

they take careful consideration of the 

content”.  Stephen Chandler, President, 

ADASS



Mary Simpson 
Chair of the Autism Alliance

13



BASW England and the Autism Alliance
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• Working in Partnership

• Know your Rights

• Care Needs Assessment



Supporting 
Homes not 
Hospitals, 
The Autism 
Alliance

“The Autism Alliance are proud to support the 

work undertaken by BASW on the Homes not 

Hospital workstream to ensure the positive 

outcomes for autistic people and people with a 

learning disability. This work and the new 

resources are vital to support the role of the 

social worker and commissioning to reduce the 

risk of situations reaching the point of hospital 

admission, this will ensure autistic people and 

people with a learning disability can live fulfilling 

and rewarding lives in their communities.”

Mary Simpson, Chair of the Autism Alliance
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“I have been involved in the production of the best practice commissioning documents.  I am pleased to say 

there has been a high level of co-production involved throughout this process.  We need to take these 

documents further and show commissioners everywhere that it is possible to do the right thing for and 

with the people who need support. Let's just roll up our sleeves and do it!” Andrew Reece, Head of 

Integrated Learning Disability Service, Camden Council

“These key documents, designed to support best practice commissioning and the role of the social worker and 

legal literacy, have been co-produced by BASW England in partnership with people and families and key 

stakeholders from across the sector to and bring about positive change and freedoms.” Maris Stratulis, 

National Director, BASW England



Charlotte Goulding
Social Care Policy and Practice 

Support Manager
NICE
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• The importance of commissioning person-centred and local services. 

• The importance of social workers and other health and social care 

professionals using these resources to ensure they are up to date and 

well informed about legislation and evidence-based guidance.

• Links in the resources that could be used to support person-centred 

decision making that considers human rights and what is in the best 

interest of the person.



Supporting Homes not Hospitals
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“NICE has worked with BASW to 

highlight the evidence about 

what works in practice in relation 

to integrated local services and 

person-centred preventive and 

responsive approaches.” Judith 

Richardson, Acting Director of 

Health and Social Care, NICE

“This has been a collaboration with people with 

lived experience and key partners from across 

health and social care organisations. With the 

right skills and knowledge social work 

practitioners and commissioners can work 

alongside people with learning disability and 

autistic people, using preventative approaches 

to reduce the risk of hospital admission and 

develop local support offers which enable people 

to live well.” Skills for Care



Dr Karen Dodd 
Learning Disabilities 
Professional Senate
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- Prevention is key – with the right community support for families from 
childhood to prevent the pathway to admission.

- Commissioning is key – community support needs to be funded properly,  
developed in co-production with people with learning disabilities and families. 

- Limited and appropriate use of Assessment and Treatment Units 

- Role of the Senate in promoting the campaign 
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Next Steps
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This suite of documents 

and resources is now 

available with 

endorsement from 

strategic partners 

The opportunity to invite 

a BASW representative to 

any future meetings to 

explore how the key 

documents can be used.

Campaign activity and 

opportunities for 

partnership working will 

continue
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Questions & Answers



Thank you to our Partners 
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Learning Disabilities 
Professional Senate
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